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SUB J : MALAYSIAN VIEWS ON PORTUGUESE TIMOR CRISIS 
REF: KUALA LUMPUR 5364 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: GOVERNMENT INFLUENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
DAILY "NEW STRAITS TIMES" (NST) CARRIED EDITORIAL SEPT 16 ENTITLED 
"JAKARTA AND TIMOR" DESCRIBING INDONESIA AS "THE ONLY POWER ABLE 
TO ACT TO BRING ORDER AND PEACE" IN THE CONTINUING CONFLICT IN 
"EAST TIMOR." EDIT NOTES HOWEVER THAT INDONESIA "IS LIKELY TO 
INTERVENE ONLY AT THE REQUEST OF PORTUGAL," ADDING RHETORICALLY 
"HOW LONG WILL THE IMPOTENT IMPERIAL POWER STAY ITS HAND IN 
CALLING FOR INDONESIAN ACTION?" 
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2. FULL TEXT OF EDITORIAL FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT: JAKARTA AND 
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TIMOR: ONE MONTH AFTER THE DEMOCRATIC UNION OF TIMOR (UDT) 

STAGED ITS ABORTIVE COUP, THE FIGHTING IN EAST TIMOR HAS NOT 
STOPPED. ALMOST AS UNCERTAIN AS THE COLONY'S IMMEDIATE FUTURE 
ARE SOME OF THE MOST SALIENT FACTS. CLEARLY ENOUGH, HOWEVER, 
CANBERRA HAS PLAYED ITS DIPLOMATIC GAME WELL, REFUSING TO BE DRAWN 
VERBALLY INTO POSTURINGS THAT WOULD BE VIEWED UNFAVORABLY IN 
JAKARTA AND AGREEING WITH THE INDONESIAN STAND THAT PORTUGAL 
MUST NOT HAND OVER ITS COLONY TO FRETILIN, AND THAT ALL 
THE THREE MAIN POLITICAL GROUPS IN EAST TIMOR MUST BE REPRESENTED 
AT ANY PEACE TALKS ON THE TERRITORY'S FUTURE. CLEARLY TOO, 

INDONESIA HAS PLAYED AN EQUALLY ADEPT DIPLOMATIC LINE AND 
CAN BE SATISFIED WITH SEVERAL POLITICAL SUCCESSES. 

JAKARTA HAS DISSUADED PORTUGAL FROM BILATERAL TALKS WITH 
FRETILIN, WHICH A SYMPATHETIC LISBON SAYS HAS GAINED CONTROL OVER 
THE COUNTRY. THE UDT HAS SWUNG FROM OPPOSITION TO INTEGRATION 
WITH INDONESIA TO JOINING APODETI IN CALLING FOR A MERGER. 

JAKARTA HAS TO A SIGNIFICANT EXTENT ALLAYED THE ASSUMPTION AND 
ALLEGATIONS OF EXPANSIONIST INTEREST. IT HAS TAKEN 
A LEGITIMATE STAND ON A SOLUTION, RECOGNITION OF PORTUGAL 
AS THE SOLE LEGAL AUTHORITY IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR AND ORDERLY 
DE-COLONISATION OF THE COLONY. THE DIFFICULTY OF COURSE ARISES 
BECAUSE PORTUGAL NO LONGER CONTROLS THE TERRITORY. THERE 
CAN BE NO HOPE OF FRETILIN, UDT AND APODETI COOPERATING 
IN THE ' ORDERLY DE-COLONISATION PROCESS" THAT INDONESIA WANTS. 

EAST TIMOR WAS NEVER A PRIZE. WILL FOR A LONG TIME REMAIN 
A DIFFICULT PROBLEM, AND IS NOW AN INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY. 
INDONESIA CANNOT RELISH THE ADDITION OF HALF AN ISLAND TO ITS 
3,000 ISLAND REPUBLIC, AN EXTRA 600,000 PEOPLE TO ITS 130 MILLION, 

TAKING ON A PROBLEM AREA WHEN IT ALREADY HAS ENOUGH 
PROBLEMS OF ITS OWN. BUT INDONESIA IS THE ONLY POWER ABLE 
TO ACT TO BRING ORDER AND PEACE. IT IS LIKELY TO INTERVENE 
ONLY AT THE REQUEST OF PORTUGAL. HOW LONG WILL THE IMPOTENT 
IMPERIAL POWER STAY ITS HAND IN CALLING FOR INDONESIAN 
ACTION? END QUOTE. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. COMMENT: BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: USUALLY RELIABLE MFA 
SOURCE (PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR AMERICAS M.M. SATHIAH) 
TOLD EMBOFF SEPT 15 THAT GOM CONSIDERABLY EMBARRASSED 
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BY COURSE OF EVENTS IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR AND INDONESIAN EFFORTS 
INVOLVE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES MALAYSIA AND AUSTRALIA TO COVER 
ITS INTERVENTION IN THE SITUATION, RATHER THAN OPERATING 
UNDER UNITED NATION S UMBRELLA, WHICH MALAYSIA WOULD HAVE 
PREFERRED. ACCORDING TO SATHIAH. THIS CONCERN WAS THE BASIS 
FOR A RECENT TRIP TO JAKARTA BY HOME AFFAIRS MINISTER 
GHAZALI SHAFIE. 

UNDERHILL 
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